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<Abstract>

North Korea's health security countermeasures
shown through the Rodong Newspaper: Focus on
COVID-19 report

Nam, Sung-Wook(Korea University)
Chae, Sulan(Asiatic Research Institute of Korea Univ.)

North Korea faces a threat of new health security as corona virus
spreads around the world. This study aims to find out the response
posture of North Korea to cope with infectious diseases through
analysis of Corona related articles in the Rodong Newspaper. The
characteristics of the results of text mining and content analysis for
2,315 reports for about one year from the first report on January 22,
2020 to January 31, 2021 are as follows. First, Corona Virus articles
were in so detail that they covered 6.3 cases every day. Second, the
international side of the 6th page reported the cases of overseas
infection in detail, and the outbreak of corona was not caused by the
country, but was induced by residents to recognize it as a global
phenomenon. Third, there are suspects and quarantiners, but there are
no confirmed cases, and the number of infections was not disclosed in
principle, based on the closure and non-disclosure of the report.
Through the topic analysis(LDA), the response posture was the
principle of hygiene propaganda and thorough blockade of the people
who called for prevention. There are countermeasures against the
prohibition of aircraft operation, border blocking and shooting orders at

the international level, and there are countermeasures such as
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prohibition of movement to other regions based on hygiene promotion
at the domestic level. The only preventive measures against infectious
diseases, such as pre-blocking and control, are limited in Juche
medicine based on preventive medicine.

Key Words : Corona virus, text mining, health security, preventive
medicine, Rodong Newspaper.
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